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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EDGEMONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

 September 14, 2009
A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Edgemont Community Council, Inc. was held at the Edgemont High School June 1, 2009 2009. The following officers and directors were present: Bob Bernstein, Michelle McNally, Karen Kelly, Madelon O’Shea, John Blakely Sr., Larry Rusoff, Marc Ackerman; Robert Klerer; Geoff Loftus
Officers and Directors not in attendance:  John Coleman, John Sganga, Andrea Weiss, Jonathan Faust, Todd Garvelink, David Stern
Civic Associations represented: Longview (Jim Lasser), Fort Hill (), Cotswold (Charles McNally), Greenridge (Susan Best), Old Edgemont (Lauren Ricci Warren, Jon Guttenberg), Northern Greenville (), Southern Greenville (), Central Park Avenue ().
Robert Bernstein presided over the meeting. Michelle McNally and Karen Kelly took minutes. The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM. 

Minutes – The minutes of June 1, 2009 were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was accepted.
Administration: The Board accepted the resignation of Lisa Wexler who was elected to the Board of Education. The Board accepted the resignation of David Stern. The nomination of Jonathan Faust as a director was approved unanimously. ECC has an opening for one new director. Bob invited nominations from the Board. 

Edgemont Voices – website: Neal Lerner, a past ECC director, did a presentation on a website he developed which focuses on issues of interest to Edgemont. 
Town Affairs

Meeting with Feiner: Bob was invited by Alan Hochberg, Chair of Feiner’s Fire District Consolidation Committee, to meet with Paul Feiner this morning. Feiner asked Bob what he thought Edgemont residents would like to see the town provide for them. Bob listed the following things:

1. Solve the pending litigation re: the Finneran Law. Enforce Finneran at the Theodore D. Young Community Center. Bob noted that one-third of the people who use TDYCC do not live in unincorporated Greenburgh or even the villages. He also noted that the villages now agree with him on this point.

2. Establish one recreation department.

3. Edgemont was frustrated paying for things it shouldn’t be paying for while at the same time experiencing a reduction in services, e.g. sanitation. He proposed establishing a vehicle for Edgemont to fund recreation activities it wants for its residents such as the Scarsdale Teen Center.

4. Control over our own zoning and planning.

Bob said that Feiner responded favorably to his suggestions.

1. Feiner thought it reasonable that Edgemont should be able to be pay taxes to fund its use of the Teen Center. He thought establishing a recreation district was a reasonable way to accomplish this. 

2. Feiner was not opposed to Edgemont paying for sanitation services it wanted. He was not sure if this should be studied first or be tried as a pilot program.
3. Feiner was not opposed to Edgemont having its own zoning and planning boards.

Although Bob welcomed the opportunity to speak with Feiner, he was not sanguine that much would come of this discussion.

2. Status of Town Tax Hike:  The town tax increase for 2010 will be impacted by the following:
1. Lower mortgage tax revenues. Revenue from other sources also has declined.

2. The town has used up its snow emergency budget.

3. The town will need to replenish its highway fund. $900,000 was taken from that fund leaving a balance of zero.

4. Pension contribution costs are going up substantially.

5. Contributions for health benefits for the  police will increase significantly as part of a settlement of a PBA suit.

6. Damages in the Fortress Bible litigation are expected to cost the town several million dollars.

Creation of Edgemont Recreation District
Bob Bernstein discussed the possibility of establishing an Edgemont Recreation District, which could support the Scarsdale Teen Center.   The establishment would require a referendum, and would allow Edgemont to raise taxes to pay its share of the Teen Center.   The referendum would be voted on by Edgemont residents and would set forth the parameters for spending.    The Town is facing severe budgetary issues, having already exhausted its snow budget and facing increased pension costs and police health care costs.   There was discussion that this could be viewed as elitist or duplicative, although others felt that we should have the right and the ability to provide for needed facilities.  The Board passed a non-binding resolution supporting a Parks District for the purpose of supporting the Teen Center.  

Alan Hochberg – Fire District Consolidation

Alan Hochberg is heading the Town Fire District Consolidation Committee.   He had been President of the Poets’ Corner association for 30 years, and Executive Director of the Scarsdale Synagogue.    Alan spoke about the Consolidation Committee and asked that either Bob or Michelle serve on the committee.  Jim Lasser pointed out the economics do not support Edgemont joining a consolidated district with Fairview and Hartsdale, as our tax share is so much larger that any economic benefit would require large budget cuts, and most people do not want to cut Fire Houses or personnel.     Alan said that Paul said he would not support gathering petitions in Edgemont (a consolidated fire district would require separate petitions and votes in Edgemont, in addition to the other districts) if Edgemont did not benefit from consolidation.   Michelle explained that generally one does preliminary work to see if an idea has merit and should be pursued before establishing a committee to move forward with it. She said that ECC’s preliminary analysis showed that the economics do not support consolidation of Greenville with the town’s two other districts. She again told Alan to look at the individual characteristics of the Fairview and Hartsdale districts to assess where improvements might be made. She also asked if he had looked at the fire protection districts.  Bob explained that the committee’s time would be better spent on Town budgetary issues. He agreed to serve as an advisor to the committee. 

Dromore Road Update

The Dromore developer wants to go back to the Zoning Board to obtain a use variance for mulit-family housing. 

Shop-Rite

Shop-Rite is applying for a rear yard setback variance for an enclosed loading area at the Midway Shopping Center. The supermarket will occupy the ground level space formerly leased by Linens ‘n Things as well as additional area.

Dilmaghani

Dilmaghani is looking for community input on developing the property next to him (the former European Health Spa), and Feiner has approached the civic association for their thoughts.   The Cotswold Association will be sending a letter to the town, suggesting that such efforts be coordinated through the ECC.  

Cablevision

The contract with Cablevision was extended, on terms not as good as obtained from Verizon.   The town let this sit for years and did not negotiate effectively. It will now have to give the same terms to Verizon.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00.
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