The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.
Founded in 1947 to determine community opinion on civic matters and coordinate community action thereon and to plan and promote the general welfare of the community embraced within Union Free School District #6.

	Post Office Box 1161
	Scarsdale, New York 10583


	The Edgemont Community Council, Inc.
	
	

	
	
	



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EDGEMONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

November 2, 2009

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Edgemont Community Council, Inc. was held at the Edgemont High School November 2, 2009 2009. The following officers and directors were present: Bob Bernstein, Michelle McNally, Karen Kelly, John Blakely Sr, Marc Ackerman; Robert Klerer; Jonathan Faust; John Coleman, Schuyler Kraus.  

Officers and Directors not in attendance:  Madelon O’Shea, John Sganga, Andrea Weiss, Todd Garvelink, Larry Rusoff; Geoff Loftus

Civic Associations represented: Longview (Jim Lasser), Fort Hill (Andy Resnick), Cotswold (Charles McNally), Greenridge (Susan Best), Old Edgemont (Lauren Ricci Warren), Northern Greenville (), Southern Greenville (), Central Park Avenue ().

Others present:  Heather Murray, Hal Samis,  Ed Krauss

Robert Bernstein presided over the meeting. Karen Kelly took minutes. The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM. 

Minutes – The minutes of September 14, 2009, as corrected, and October 5, 2009 were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was accepted.

Report on Fire Department Meeting:   The meeting with the Greenville Fire Commissioners drew about 50-60 people. Paul Feiner as well as the Chair of Feiner’s fire district consolidation commission also were in attendance.  A substantial majority of Edgemont residents present appeared to support the Greenville Fire District remaining independent; 3 people supported considering consolidation.  It was noted that only a very small number of signatures (10% of voters  voting in the most recent gubernatorial election) was required to place the issue on the ballot, and that Feiner was seeking to get it on for the November 2010 elections.  The Feiner plan would consolidate Hartsdale/Greenville/Fairview.  The Michaelian plan would consolidate ten fire districts south of 287.   Bob indicated we would continue to monitor this issue. The meeting was also reported on www.scarsdale10583.com.  

Board of Education:   The ECC will have a Special Meeting on November 18th in conjunction with the Board of Education to explain to the public what serving on the Board of Education entails.   ECC members are encouraged to inform anyone interestered in serving on the board. 

Greenburgh Public Library:  Frank Musantry and Elizabeth Vickery, members of the board of the Greenburgh Public Library, came to speak to the ECC.  

The library will likely be facing a budget reduction of 7 ½%.   The GPL will be conducting a survery to attempt to find programs of interest to Edgemont.    Hal Samis and Ed Kraus asked a number of questions regarding the library construction.   Frank indicated that he and the board are in charge of operations, not construction. The board is in the process of increasing the numbers of trustees.   

Zoning and Planning
Dromore Road – The applicant has submitted revised material. The town is appealing a court ruling allowing the applicant to take discovery from the town. The application is on hold pending an answer to the town’s appeal.

Stop and Shop on 119 --  the town has reached an agreement with the developer and the village of Tarrytown. The development requires a zoning code change to add a retail component. Although the comprehensive plan is still in progress, the development does not appear substantially out of character with the existing zoning (retail v. office)

Resolved, unanimously, that without expressing an opinion as to the merits of the application of Stop and Shop, we are disappointed that the Town conditioned its support of the application on the receipt of money, i.e., $100,000 to be deposited in a recreation fund.   Zoning should not be for sale. 

Zoning Code Enforcment – various residents reported that building department enforcement personnel are wandering the town,  and when spotting contractors trucks are then going into houses uninvited, later claiming that the workmen allowed them to enter.   Residents should tell workmen in their homes that no one is permitted to enter when the owner is not home. 

Town Budget  The Town Budget is anticipating an increase of 6.85% for the B budget, which would result in 40% over 5 years.  Further, the budget is dependent on a sale of town land, without which reserves would have to be utilized.   The sale of the Waterwheel property in this year’s budget has not taken place. That land, along with several other parcels, will be auctioned this month. Various parcels proposed to be sold include land with minimal access and steep slopes. The budget also uses a number of grants, which were previously unidentified. The TDYCC contract with Exposure continues.   There will be a substantial reduction in police overtime (somewhat hard to reconcile with the reduction in head count). There were also reductions to police equipment, supplies and uniforms. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00.
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